operation and a different use of the condition of abandonment, to which they are resigned by the logic of sovereignty.
In order to understand this strategy of reappropriation, it is necessary to engage with Agamben's reading of Hobbes that deconstructs the classical distinction between the state of nature and the civil state of the Commonwealth. As we shall argue below, what is reappropriated in Agamben's post-sovereign politics is nothing other than the state of nature as a space of social praxis with no relation to the law or sovereignty. Yet, for this reappropriation to become possible, the figure of the state of nature must be restored to its proper place within the order of the Commonwealth as its negative foundation. Radicalising Schmitt's criticism of Hobbes, Agamben argues that the state of nature does not precede the institution of sovereign power but is rather the product of the latter and it is only as such a product that it may eventually be reappropriated as an ethos (dwelling place) of a post-sovereign community that has severed all ties with state power.
Our argument in this chapter is structured in two parts. First, we shall outline Agamben's development of the Schmittian thesis on the equation of the state of nature and the political, which dismantles the Hobbesian construction of the state of nature as both spatially and temporally distinct from the civil state. Drawing on Foucault's critique of Hobbes, we shall propose that Agamben's theory ventures to restore the state of nature, which Hobbes casts as a mythologeme, to its real existence at the heart of nomos as its negative foundation. In the second part, we shall address the consequences Agamben draws from this move. In contrast to Schmitt's attempt to move beyond Hobbes by explicitly founding the political order on the very anomie Hobbes sought to banish from it, Agamben seeks to render inoperative the political order as such, whereby the 'fictitious' state of exception embodied in the sovereign gives way to the 'real' state of exception that severs social praxis from any figure of constituted power. We shall conclude with a discussion of the differences between Schmitt and Agamben with regard to the fate of Hobbes's Leviathan in late-modern politics.
The state of nature as a state of exception
The state of nature as reality and fiction Agamben confronts the Hobbesian figure of the state of nature early on in the first part of Homo Sacer, devoted to the reconstitution of the logic of sovereignty in terms of the 'inclusive exclusion' at work in
